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(54) SEMICONDUCTOR MEMORY 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To efficiently and rapidly rewrite a part of 
areas in an inner storage element by providing the title 
device with a storage circuit for selecting the optional 
number of blocks to be erased and a block erasing 
circuit for applying a block erasing signal to the selected 
blocks. 

CONSTITUTION: The storage area of the inner storage 
element 11 is divided into n blocks 1 1IWl In and a batch 
erasing circuit 12 is connected to these blocks. In 
addition, a decoder circuit 13 is connected to the blocks 
lllWlln to decode an address signal applied from the 
external, select optional one or plural blocks out of the 
blocks 1 1 1 Wl In and collectively erase the contents of 
all the selected blocks. A storage circuit 16 changes its 
state by a block selection signal outputted from a block 
selection circuit 1 5, determines the block to which a 
signal is applied and impress a block erasing signal only 
to the determined block. Thereby succeeding writing is 
executed only in the erased blocks, so that the erasing 
and writing time can be shortened. 
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